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A flower on the grave will wither, a tear over the memory 

will dry. A prayer for his soul, god will receive 
 

(Saint Augustine) 
 

Sacred Heart Church & Saint Francis 
https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartBronx

 



 
AN OCTAVE OF PRAYER FOR THE POOR SOULS 

 

Day 1 CALLED TO HOLINESS 

 Ephesians 1: 3-14 

 For what purpose are we here on earth? (Youcat 1) 

 Are we all supposed to become saints? (Youcat 342) 

Day 2 THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

 John 20: 26-28 

 Why do we believe in the resurrection of the dead?  (Youcat 152) 

 Why do we believe in the resurrection of the “body”? (Youcat 153) 

Day 3 DEATH 

 1 Corinthians 15: 35.42-44 

 What happens to us when we die? (Youcat 154) 

 How does Christ help us at our death, if we trust in him? (Youcat 155) 

Day 4 LIFE EVERLASTING AND HEAVEN 

 1 Corinthians 2: 7-9 

 What is eternal life? (Youcat 156) 

 What is heaven? (Youcat 158) 

Day 5 PURGATORY AND PRAYERS FOR ALL SOULS 

 Mark 14: 70-72 

 What is purgatory? (Youcat 159) 

 Can we help the departed who are in the condition of purgatory?  

(Youcat 160) 

Day 6 HELL AND LOVE OF GOD 

 Matthew 25: 41-46 

 What is hell? (Youcat 161) 

 But if God is love, how can there be a hell? (Youcat 162) 

Day 7 PARTICULAR JUDGEMENT AND GENERAL JUDGEMENT 

 John 5: 24-29 

 Will we be brought to judgment after death? (Youcat 157) 

 What is the Last Judgement? (Youcat 163) 

Day 8 THE END OF TIME 

 Revelation 21: 1-8 

 How will the world come to an end? (Youcat 164) 
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It has always been a custom of the Church to pray for the dead. 

Everyone shows respect for their deceased. So from the 

beginning of humanity the dead were buried. Great 

monuments were erected or small tombs stones showing the 

belief of mankind in the future life.  
 

The people of Israel, chosen by God to be the bearers of 

revelation, were little by little immersed in this idea and began 

to offer sacrifices for the dead (2 Mac. 12: 46).  
 

So the Church through the Passover of the Lord realized that 

the barriers of the death were broken definitively and the 

gates of heaven were opened. By his death and resurrection, 

the Lord Jesus “destroyed death and gave new life” 

(Eucharistic Prayer IV). He has opened the way to heaven 

for us and ascended there to prepare our place (John 14: 2).  
 

Aware that in life there is mucho to purify to be able to 

enter the home of the Father, the first Christian prayed for 

their dead and offered sacrifices so that the mercy of God 

would cleanse away their sins and bring them to the 

everlasting mansion of heaven.  
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November 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the arrival of November, the month traditionally 

dedicated to prayer for the deceased, we want to lift up our 

prayer for the dead; we want to lift up our prayer for those 

who have passed over to the other shore of life. We do this 

praying and deepen our faith in the Church’s doctrine of 

the great beyond. Also observing this octave of prayer for 

the souls (November 1-8) we’ll have the opportunity to obtain 

each day a plenary indulgence for the souls in purgatory (see 

page 23).  
 

Listening to the word of God as it is found in the Youth 

Catechism (Youcat) with the testimony of the saints, we will 

be professing the final articles of faith, found in the reed, so we 

shall pray with our mind well informed and our heart fervent 

in the company of the saints. The Lord accompanies us and 

blesses us on this journey of eight days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Miguel Ángel Hernández Fuentes 

Parochial vicar - Church of the Sacred Heart and  

Saint Francis of Assisi (The Bronx - NY) 
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 OPENING PRAYER FOR EVERY DAY  
 

V/ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.. 

R/  Amen. 

V/ We begin this prayer for the all the faithful departed placing ourselves 

in the presence of the Lord. To him we sing this hymn acknowledging 

that His love should be the center of our lives 

 
 

 

AL ATARDECER DE LA VIDA 

(Elijase sólo una estrofa para cada día) 
 

Al atardecer de la vida  

me examinarán el amor.  (bis) 

Si ofrecí mi pan al hambriento, 

si al sediento di de beber, 

si mis manos fueron sus manos, 

si en mi hogar lo quise acoger. 

Si ayudé a los necesitados, 

si en el pobre he visto al Señor, 

si los tristes y los enfermos 

me encontraron en su dolor. 

Aunque hablara miles de lenguas, 

si no tengo amor nada soy, 

aunque realizara milagros, 

si no tengo amor nada soy. 
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November 
 

Day 1
st
  CALLED TO HOLINESS 

Holiness is not the luxury of the few; it is a simply duty, 

for you and for me, because Jesus has very clearly 

stated, "Be ye holy as my father in heaven is holy."  
 

BLESSED MOTHER TERESA  
 

  

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians         Ephesians 1: 3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavensas he 

chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and 

without blemish before him. In love he destined us for adoption to 

himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his will, for the 

praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved. (…)he 

has made known to us the mystery of his will (…) In him we were also 

chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the one who 

accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will, so that we 

might exist for the praise of his glory. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  

For what purpose are we here on earth? (Youcat 1) 

 

We are here on earth in order to know and to love God, to do good 

according to his will, and to go someday to heaven 

 



 

 

 

 

 
7 

Sacred Heart Church (El Bronx, NY)  Eight days praying for the dead 
 

 

To be a human being means to come from God and to go to God. Our 

origin goes back farther than our parents. We come from God, in whom 

all the happiness of heaven and earth is at home, and we are expected in 

his everlasting, infinite blessedness. Meanwhile we live on this earth. 

sometimes we feel that our Creator is near; often we feel nothing at all. 

So that we might find the way home, God sent us his Son, who freed us 

from sin, delivers us from all evil, and leads us unerringly into true life. 

He is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6). 

 

Are we all supposed to become saints? (Youcat 342) 

 

Yes. The purpose of our life is to be united with God in love and to 

correspond entirely to God's wishes. We should allow God "to live 

his life in us" (Mother Teresa). That is what it means to be holy: a 

"saint". 

 

Every man asks himself the question: Who am I and why am I here, 

how do I find myself? Faith answers: Only in holiness does man 

become that for which God created him. Only in holiness does man find 

real harmony between himself and his Creator. Holiness, however, is 

not some sort of self-made perfection; rather, it is union with the 

incarnate love that is Christ. Anyone who gains new life in this way 

finds himself and becomes holy. 
 

c) WE PRAY 
  

For the intentions of the Holy Father 
 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer (page24) 
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November 
 

Day 2
nd

  THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD  

We believe that it is a tradition from the apostles 

themselves that the sacrifice is offered for the 

repose of the faithful departed or to pray for them, 

because this is maintained throughout the whole 

word. The Catholic Church holds this everywhere. 

For if it did not believe that the faithful departed 

are forgiven their sins, it would not give alms for 

their souls or offer sacrifice to God. 

 
ST. ISIDORE OF SEVILLE, De Ecclesiasticis Officis, I, XVIII,11 

 

 

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the holy gospel according to Saint John  John 20: 26-28 

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with 

them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their 

midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 

Then he said to Thomas 

“Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it 

into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 

Thomas answered and said to him,  

“My Lord and my God!” 

The word of the Lord 
 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  

Why do we believe in the resurrection of the dead?  (Youcat 152) 

 

We believe in the resurrection of the dead because Christ rose from 

the dead, lives forever, and causes us to share in this eternal life.  
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When someone dies, his body is buried or cremated. Nevertheless, we 

believe that there is a life after death for that person. In his 

Resurrection, Jesus showed that he is Lord over death; his word is 

trustworthy: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, 

through he die, yet he shall live” (Jn 11:25b).  

 

Why do we believe in the resurrection of the “body”? (Youcat 153) 

 

In Jesus Christ, God himself took on "flesh" (Incarnation) in order 

to redeem mankind. The biblical word "flesh" characterizes man in 

his weakness and mortality. Nevertheless, God does not regard 

human flesh as something inferior. God does not redeem man's 

spirit only; he redeems him entirely, body and soul.  

 

God created us with a body (flesh) and a soul. At the end of the world 

he does not drop the "flesh" like an old toy. On the "Last Day" he will 

remake all creation and raise us up in the flesh-this means that we will 

be transformed but still experience ourselves in our element. For Jesus, 

too, being in the flesh was not just a phase. When the risen Lord 

showed himself, the disciples saw the wounds on his body.  
 

 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father 

 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer (page24) 
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November 
 

Day 3
rd

  DEATH 

Lay, this body anywhere; let not the care for that any 

way disquiet you: this only I request, that you would 

remember me at the Lord's altar, wherever you be. 
 

SAINT AUGUSTINE, Confessions, IX, 11 

 

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians  

1 Corinthians 15: 35.42-44 

Become sober as you ought and stop sinning. For some have no 

knowledge of God; I say this to your shame. But someone may say, 

“How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come 

back?” So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown corruptible; it 

is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable; it is raised glorious. It is 

sown weak; it is raised powerful. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 

spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  
 

What happens to us when we die? (Youcat 154) 

 

In death body and soul are separated. The body decays, while the 

soul goes to meet God and waits to be reunited with its risen body 

on the Last Day.  

 

How the resurrection will take place is a mystery. An image can help us 

to accept it: When we look at a tulip bulb we cannot tell into what a 
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marvelously beautiful flower it will develop in the dark earth. Similarly, 

we know nothing about the future appearance of our new body. Paul is 

nevertheless certain: “It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory” (1 

Cor 15:43a). 

 

How does Christ help us at our death, if we trust in him? (Youcat 155) 

 

Christ comes to meet us and leads us into eternal life. “Not death, 

but God will take me” (St Therese of Lisieux). 
 

In view of Jesus' suffering and death, death itself can become easier. In 

an act of trust and love for the Father, we can say Yes, as Jesus did in 

the Garden of Gethsemane. Such an attitude is called spiritual sacrifice: 

the dying person unites himself with Christ's sacrifice on the Cross. 

Someone who dies this way, trusting in God and at peace with men, and 

thus without serious sin, is on the way to communion with the risen 

Christ. Our dying makes us fall no farther than into his hands. A person 

who dies does not travel to nowhere but rather goes home into the love 

of God, who created him. 
 

 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father 

 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer (page 24) 
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November 
 

Day 4
th

   LIFE EVERLASTING AND HEAVEN 

Amidst those ordinary affairs and occupations that require 

not so earnest an attention, you should look more on God 

than on them; and when they are of such importance as to 

require your whole attention, that then also you should 

look from time to time towards God, like mariners, who, to 

arrive at the port to which they are bound, look more up 

towards heaven than down on the sea on which they sail 
 

SAINT FRANCIS OF SALES 

 
 

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians  

1 Corinthians 2: 7-9 

  

Rather, we speak God's wisdom, mysterious, hidden, which God 

predetermined before the ages for our glory, and which none of the 

rulers of this age knew; for if they had known it, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written: “What eye has not seen, 

and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what 

God has prepared for those who love him.” 

 

The word of the Lord 

 
b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  

What is eternal life? (Youcat 156) 

 

Eternal life begins with Baptism. It continues through death and 

will have no end. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
13 

Sacred Heart Church (El Bronx, NY)  Eight days praying for the dead 
 

 

Even when we are simply in love, we want this state of affairs to last 

forever. “God is love”, says the First Letter of John (1 Jn 4:16). 

“Love”, says the First Letter to the Corinthians, “never ends” (1 Cor 

13:8). God is eternal because he is love; and love is everlasting because 

it is divine. If we are in love, we enter into God's endless presence. 

 

What is heaven? (Youcat 158) 

 

Heaven is the endless moment of love. Nothing more separates us 

from God, whom our soul loves and has sought our whole life long. 

Together with all the angels and saints we will be able to rejoice 

forever in and with God. 
  

If you have ever observed a couple looking at each other lovingly or 

seen a baby nursing who looks for his mothers eyes as though it wanted 

to store up every smile forever, then you have some inkling of heaven. 

To be able to see God face to face-that is like one, single, never-ending 

moment of love. 
 

 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father. 

 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer  

(page 24) 
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November 
 

Day 5
th

   PURGATORY AND PRAYERS FOR ALL 

SOULS 
 

Therefore, let us deliver those who are in purgatory. He 

would be very hard-hearted who does not come to the 

aid of a relative who is detained in an earthly prison; but 

much more cruel is he who will not assist a friend who is 

in purgatory, for there is no comparison between the 

pains of this world and of that. 
 

SAINT THOMAS OF AQUINAS, On the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

 

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the holy gospel according to Mark         Mark 14, 70-72 

A little later the bystanders said to Peter once more, 

“Surely you are one of them; for you too are a Galilean.” 

He began to curse and to swear, 

“I do not know this man about whom you are talking.” 

And immediately a cock crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered 

the word that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice you 

will deny me three times.” He broke down and wept. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  

What is purgatory? (Youcat 159) 

 
Purgatory, often imagined as a place, is actually a condition. 

Someone who dies in God's grace (and therefore at peace with God 

and men) but who still needs purification before he can see God 

face to face is in purgatory.  
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When Peter had betrayed Jesus, the Lord turned around and looked at 

Peter: "And Peter went our and wept bitterly"- a feeling like being in 

purgatory. Just such a purgatory probably awaits most of us at the 

moment of our death: the Lord looks at us full of love-and we 

experience burning shame and painful remorse over our wicked or 

"merely" unloving behavior. Only after this purifying pain will we be 

capable of meeting his loving gaze in untroubled heavenly joy.  

 

Can we help the departed who are in the condition of purgatory? 

(Youcat 160) 

 

Yes, since all those who are baptized into Christ form one 

communion and are united with one another, the living can also 

help the souls of the faithful departed living in purgatory. 
 

When a man is dead, he can do nothing more for himself. The time of 

active probation is past. But we can do something for the faithful 

departed in purgatory. Our love extends into the afterlife. Through out 

fasting, prayers, and good works, but especially through the celebration 

of the Holy Eucharist, we can obtain grace for the depart. 
 

 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer (page 24) 
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November 
 

Day 6
th

   HELL AND LOVE OF GOD 

Seeing that many boys were being caught in those straps. I 

asked, "Why do so many get caught? It is the devil himself! 

Carefully examining many of the traps, I saw that each 

bore an inscription: Pride, Disobedience, Envy, Sixth 

Commandment, Theft, Gluttony, Sloth, Anger and so on. 

Stepping back a bit to see which ones trapped the greater 

number of boys, I discovered that the most dangerous were 

those of impurity, disobedience, and pride.  
 

SAINT JOHN BOSCO, The Road to Hell  
 
 

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the holy gospel according to Mark  Matthew 25: 41-46 

Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you accursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 

drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me 

no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.” Then they 

will answer and say, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?” 

He will answer them, “Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one 

of these least ones, you did not do for me.” And these will go off to 

eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  

What is hell? (Youcat 161) 

 

Hell is the condition of everlasting separation from God, the 

absolute absence of love. 
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Someone who consciously and will full consent dies in serious sin, 

without repenting, and refuses God's merciful, forgiving love forever, 

excludes himself from communion with God and the saints. We do not 

know whether anyone at the moment of death can look absolute Love in 

the face and still say No. But our freedom makes that decision possible. 

Jesus warns us again and again not to separate ourselves definitely from 

him by shutting our hearts against the need of his brothers and sisters: 

“Depart from me, you cursed... As you did it not to one of the least of 

these, you did it not to me” (Mt 25:41, 45) 

 

But if God is love, how can there be a hell? (Youcat 162) 
 

God does not damn men. Man himself is the one who refuses God's 

merciful love and voluntarily deprives himself of (eternal) life by 

excluding himself from communion with God.  
 

God yearns for communion even with the worst sinner; he wants 

everyone to convert and be saved. Yes God created man to be free and 

respects his decisions. Even God cannot compel love. As a lover he is 

powerless when someone chooses hell instead of heaven. 
 

 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer (page 24) 
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November 
 

Day 7
th

  PARTICULAR JUDGEMENT AND GENERAL JUDGEMENT 

In the evening of life, we will be judged on love alone. 

Learn to love as God desires to be loved and abandon 

your own ways of acting. 
 

SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS, Saying of light loves 

 
a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

 

From the holy gospel according to John   John 5: 24-29 

Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes in the 

one who sent me has eternal life and will not come to condemnation, 

but has passed from death to life. Amen, amen, I say to you, the hour is 

coming and is now here when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 

God, and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in 

himself, so also he gave to his Son the possession of life in himself. 

And he gave him power to exercise judgment, because he is the Son of 

Man. Do not be amazed at this, because the hour is coming in which all 

who are in the tombs will hear his voice and will come out, those who 

have done good deeds to the resurrection of life, but those who have 

done wicked deeds to the resurrection of condemnation. 

The word of the Lord 
 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  
 

Will we be brought to judgment after death? (Youcat 157) 
 

The so-called particular or personal judgement occurs at the 

moment of death of the individual. The general judgement, which is 

also called the Last Judgment, occurs on the Last Day, at the end of 

the world, when the Lord comes again. 
 

In dying every man arrives at the moment of truth. Now it is no longer 

possible to repress or conceal anything; nothing more can be changed. 
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God sees us as we are. We come before his tribunal, where all is made 

right, for if we are to be in God's holy presence at all, we must be right 

with him - as right as God wanted us to be when he created us. Perhaps 

we will still have to undergo a process of purification, or maybe we will 

be able to fall into God's arms immediately. But perhaps we will be so 

full of wickedness, hatred, and denial of everything that we will turn 

our face away from love forever, away from God. A life without love, 

however, is nothing but hell. 
 

What is the Last Judgement? (Youcat 163) 
 

The Last Judgment will take place at the end of the world, at the 

second coming of Christ. “All who are in the tombs will hear his voice 

and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, 

and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgement” (Jn 5:29).   
 

When Christ comes again in glory, his full splendor will shine upon us. 

The truth will come plainly to light, our thoughts, our deeds, our 

relationship to God and to other men-nothing will remain hidden. We 

will recognize the ultimate meaning of creation, comprehend God's 

marvelous ways for the sake of our salvation, and finally receive also an 

answer to the question of why evil can be so powerful if God is in fact 

the Almighty. The Last Judgment is also our day in court. Here it is 

decided whether we will rise to eternal life or be separated from God 

forever. Toward those who have chosen life, God will act creatively 

once again. In a “new body” (see 2 Cor 5) they will live forever in 

God's glory and praise him with body and soul. 
 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father 
 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 
 

We conclude with the final prayer (page 24) 
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November 
 

Day 8
Th

   THE END OF TIME 

Take my poor soul, O Jesus, entrust it to your Mother, 

and I shall not be afraid, even of hell. My Mother, I 

entrust my soul to you. Tell Jesus to have mercy on me 
 

SAINT GEMMA GALGANI 

 
 

a) THE WORD OF GOD ENLIGHTENS US 

From the book of Revelation              Revelation 21: 1-8 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the 

former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the 

holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying,  

 

“Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with 

them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with 

them (as their God). He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 

shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, (for) the old order 

has passed away."  
 

The one who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”  
 

Then he said, “Write these words down, for they are trustworthy and 

true.”  
 

He said to me, “They are accomplished. I (am) the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give a gift from 

the spring of life-giving water. The victor will inherit these gifts, and I 

shall be his God, and he will be my son. But as for cowards, the 

unfaithful, the depraved, murderers, the unchaste, sorcerers, idol-
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worshipers, and deceivers of every sort, their lot is in the burning pool 

of fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

b) THE CHURCH TEACHES  

How will the world come to an end? (Youcat 164) 

 

At the end of time, God will create a new heaven and a new earth. 

Evil will no longer have any power or attractiveness. The redeemed 

will stand face to face with God-as his friends. Their yearning for 

peace and justice will be fulfilled. To behold God will be their 

blessedness. The Triune God will dwell among them and wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; there will be no more death, sorrow, 

lamentation, or trouble. 
 

 

c) WE PRAY 
 

For the intentions of the Holy Father 

† Our Father 

† Hail Mary 

† Glory 

We conclude with the final prayer  

(page 24) 
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November 
 

 SONG--------- 

 
V/ Lord have mercy 

R/ Lord have mercy 

V/ Christ have mercy  

R/ Christ have mercy 

V/ Lord have mercy 

R/ Lord have mercy 

Our Father who art in heaven... 

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; 

let them rest from their labors, 

for their good deeds go with them. 

 

V/ Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 

R/ And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

V/ May they rest in peace.      

R/ Amén  

V/ May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

R/ Amén  
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PLENARY INDULGENCE 

 
Since the faithful departed now being purified are also members of 

the same communion of saints, one way we can help them is to obtain 

indulgences for them, so that the temporal punishments due for their 

sins may be remitted 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1479 

 

November, 2
nd

   

All Souls’ Day 

Visiting a church or an oratory  

 

A plenary indulgence, applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory, is granted 

to the faithful, who on the day dedicated to the Commemoration of all the 

faithful departed, piously visit a church, a public oratory or — for those 

entitled to use it — a semipublic oratory. 
 

In visiting the church or oratory, it is required, according to Norm 16 of the 

same Apostolic Constitution, that “one Our Father and the Creed be recited.” 

 

1-8 November 

Visit a cemetery 

An indulgence, applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory, is granted to the 

faithful, who devoutly visit a cemetery and pray, even if only mentally, for 

the departed. The indulgence is plenary each day from the 1st to the 8th of 

November; on other days of the year it is partial. 

To obtain the plenary indulgence on November 1-November 8, we must 

receive Communion and sacramental Confession (and have no attachment to 

sin, even venial). Communion must be received each day we wish to gain the 

indulgence, but we only need to go to Confession once during the period. 

And, as with all plenary indulgences, we must pray for the intentions of the 

Holy Father (one Our Father and one Hail Mary) each day we perform the 

work of the indulgence. 
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